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Abstract Discovery of the Second Street Midden Midden Analysis Methods Shellfish Species Identified
Beneath 3 feet of fill on Olympia’s precolonial Antiquity Consulting provided Eight shellfish species were identified in the analyzed samples (Table 1). Taxa were
horeline lies the terminus of the Cowlitz Trail, where haeological ices f : o : : : : :
S ’ archaeological services 1or a identified as Olympia oyster (Ostrea lurida), butter clam (Saxidomus gigantea), littleneck
archaeological sites record the history of St'a?cas downtown Olympia development clam (Leukoma staminea), Nuttall’s cockle (Clostridium nuttallii), blue mussel (Mytilus
people and Indigenous people of the region who beginning in 2019 (Mathews 2020). edilus), barnacle (Balunus spp.), Lewis’s moon snail (Neverita lewisii), and slipper snail
traveled this trail or camped on the Deschutes estuary Prior to this project, little was known (Crepidula spp.).
shoreline. This ancient meeting place became the : : :
) ) L 5P ) about the depth of historic dredge fill Table 1. Weight of identified species from 45TN519 samples in grams.
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Second Street became one of Olympla s first monitorng was considered a Figlure 2. 452“N51 9 midden profile at base of Figure 3. Midden analysis in process. Olympia oyster 683 04 45 70 3 0.7 517 90 1247 71
mercantile in 1853. During construction of a mixed- utility trench. . .
e 53 ) i . e reasonable level of effort of the Four midden samples were processed for this Littlgill::t:li E}ZE 392 ? 150 175 35154 3132 494 ; 47071 243
use building in 2020, the Second Street Midden anticipated risk here. Project After testing and data recovery in study. Samples were screened using Y2, Va”, Nuttall’s cockle i i 0.6 0.9 g ) i 0.2 10 0.6
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a?cas shell midden because the assemblage include : : : - - - - - - : : : :
lithic artifacts and shellfish s tvoicall . b q presein, sl am andiaooliogieal mickilen midden samples were collected tallies for weight and fragment size were Unidentified 3 0.4 4 6 13 3 1 0.2 21 1
ithic artifacts and shellfish species typically observe : °
' lonial shell midd Pt ' ti’lp Y Furth was encountered on the first day of oo alll plissies of Lhe igyee. collected (Figure 3). The minimum number of
in precolonial shell midden sites in the region. Further : : : : : Aontifi :
. P ot 1ded font o g'th o construction. Because midden was Site 45TN519 is a sheet midden that b rdrells (U s calalked S s Table 2. Fragments of identified species from 45TN519.
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o g 5 yi - o o . observed in very small amounts and contains lithic artifacts as well as with 51% or more intact umbo and hinge. Olympiarc))ysier 1829 14{’5 18 12128 o
1846-1909 Euro-American settlement o mpia. thi ot 1 : : : :
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Sheet Midden (45TN519). on top of a native sand (Figure 2).

Taxa distribution in the samples was uneven, with Olympia oyster comprising the majority
of samples (71% of the total weight, 78% of fragments). Butter clam was also well

T —— — - . represented within the samples (23% of the total weight, 14% of fragments). Littleneck
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clams comprised a minority of the sample (4% of the total weight, 5% of fragments).
When the 45TN19 shell midden was first observed, it was

initially thought to be a precolonial site due to the shellfish Figure 4. Ratios of shellfish species by weight for all Figure 5. Ratios of shellfish fragment counts for all
samples combined. samples combined.

species observed and the presence of lithic artifacts and
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was also rich with circa 1840s to 1900s refuse and structural
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artifacts were found at the base of the midden deposit,
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indicating the site likely dates to the earliest American
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settlement of Olympia.
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Figure 1. Portion of “Bird’s eye view of the city of Olympia, East Olympia and Tumwater, Puget Sound, Washington Territory from Glover 1879. Site location marked on Second . .
Street. Situated on a corner that hosted one of Olympia’s first
St’a?¢éas Village on the Deschutes Estuary Indian lodges with canoes drawn up on the beach, and Indians mercantiles, the site provides insights into Indigenous shellfish

and dogs lounging about” along the shore on Columbia Street commerce from the 1840s through the early development of
between Third and Fourth Streets. Levi Lathrop Smith, who kept

a journal while at his claim between 1847 and 1848, reported that

The St’a?cas village was located on the Olympia peninsula on the , , T
large scale American commercial shellfishing in the 1900s. Our

eastern shore of the Deschutes estuary on Budd Inlet, n land now , , , , , ,
observation of a slipper snail, a species that was imported in

DEENBIEE 1Yy Glormritiorin Cl it (e 1), W sis ves i the late 1800s with the introduction of non-native oyster

terminus of the Cowlitz Trail, and early American settler reports Coast Salish regularly came to Olympia to trade with each other References Cited

: : : species for commercial aquaculture, as well as very minor
and often traded with or worked for Smith as well. During the p q Ly

confirm that St’a?¢as remained on the Olympia peninsula as the Glover, Eli Sheldon

amounts of other non-native oysters in other unanalyzed

American settlement developed in the 1840s and 1850s (Mathews Is’uget .Soilllld ‘g’ar ((112?5—1?5,6), St’Jtda?cas We:e C(t)n(ilned ofn . samples. It is unclear from this limited analysis whether ;f35337d's eyli Zl:):; ;)f (::;u:g/; (2){133;1:;;;:298; (())é};znpij 1a(§11d (T)ulrilxaii,jgie(t) Sound, Washington Territory, 1879.
: - uaxin Island an ia’s settlers constructed a 20 foot hi , . :/ [www.loc. : Pr=-0.101,-0.117,1.111,0.94,
2020). Lurana Percival reported that canoes and huts lined the q ) N dymp o . o e gh Olympia oysters and butter clams were preferred by Americans athews. Bothamo K
e “«Chi » : wooden plank palisade on the mpla peninsula to barricade the : : : : : : athews beth aryzk,
shoreline in 1853. “Chinook Street,” the location of a longhouse b b ymplap in the ratios observed here, or if these species thrived in the

2020 Archaeological Testing for the Market Flats Development, Olympia, Thurston County, Washington.

American settlement. Soon after the war, some St’a?cas returned

near Columbia and Fourth Streets, was frequented by American shallow waters of the Deschutes estuary. Continued analysis of

the Second Street Shell midden will provide us with Acknowledgements

opportunities to better understand Indigenous shellfish Antiquity Consulting staff Katy Leonard-Doll and Sohpia Lin assisted with shellfish identification.
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settlers for trading. A poem includes a verse describing the sights  t© the Olympia peninsula and resumed business with Olympia

and smells of the St’4?2¢as “part of town,” including a reference to ~ Settlers. In March 1859, Olympia passed an ordinance prohibiting

“Indians” from residing on streets, highways, lanes, or vacant

clam-drying which appeared to be a commercial enterprise. In commerce, American preferences, and the development of the

1854 Isaac Stevens described a camp consisting of “a number of lots. regional shellfish industry.
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